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BOOK REVIEWS 

Titles to Real Property. By George W. Thompson. Indianapolis, The Bobbs- 

Merrill Co. 1919. pp. Ixxxii, n 12. 

The purpose and scope of this book is stated by the author in his preface as 
follows : "In this treatise the author has prepared for the special use of attor- 
neys, as well as conveyancers, a practical guide to the proper preparation and 
examination of abstracts, together with an epitome of the law applicable to 
questions arising in the perusal of such documents. A general outline is given 
of the most approved methods of making indices and abstract books, a general 
scheme is given of arrangement or grouping of the various instruments and 
transactions forming the chain of title, and the essential parts of instruments 
required to be noted are given, together with illustrative forms." 

The title of the book, then, is rather misleading; it should be something like 
"Abstracts of Title — Their Preparation and Examination." The discussion of 
the law of Real Property in regard to titles is frankly incidental. 

The main part of the book, that dealing with abstracts, appears to be very 
well done and should be of great value to lawyers generally. All lawyers are 
called upon to examine abstracts of title and an intelligent examination necessi- 
tates at least some familiarity with their preparation. In the smaller places, 
where there are no abstract specialists, lawyers are expected not only to exam- 
ine titles but to prepare abstracts. 

If the author had confined himself to the main topic, nothing but good things 
could be said as to the content. He essays, however, a pretty big task when 
he attempts to epitomize the law of Real Property. An accurate statement of 
the law in such a field as Real Property is a difficult task at best, but when 
any one attempts such statement merely as incidental to the discussion of 
another, though related, subject he must indeed be a superman if the result is to 
be satisfactory. 

It may perhaps fairly be said to be astonishing that one should attempt the 
preparation of a book on Titles to Real Property without being familiar with 
such well known literature as Dean Ames' convincing explanation of the failure 
of the Statute of Uses to execute the second use in cases of a use upon a use. 
Yet on page 65, Mr. Thompson repeats the old statement that "the effect of the 
statute is exhausted in the first use" (italics mine). In truth it appears that the 
author was quite at sea when discussing uses, for on page 64 he makes the sur- 
prising statement that "A modern use, therefore, is an estate of right which is 
acquired through the operation of the Statute of Uses; and which, when it 
may take effect according to the rules of the common law, is called the 'legal 
estate,' and, when it may not, is denominated a 'use.' " No one can hope to 
understand fully our modern law of titles without a sound appreciation of the 
whole field of uses and the Statute of Uses. Is it surprising, then, that Mr. 
Thompson's epitome of the law of Real Property is open to criticism in many 
places as being either inaccurate or misleading? 

To those who know the law of Real Property, the book will not be harmful ; 
insofar as it may be used merely as a guide to the preparation of abstracts, it 
will be found very helpful. It is too bad that the author felt driven to attempt 
too much. 

Ralph W. Aigler. 
University of Michigan. 
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